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SEPTEMBER WELCOME BRUNCH 

Saturday, September 15, 2018 

10:00 AM to 12 Noon 

Marilyn Thelen’s Home 

5318 Stonehurst Drive 

Martinez, CA 

925-228-2600 

PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS WELCOME 

 Listen to Tech Trekkers talk about camp 

 Make new friends and greet the old 

 Check out the Interest Section offerings 

 Pick up your 2018-2019 Directory 

 Bring a friend/prospective member 

RSVP to: 

Claudia Bass at 925-372-8679, cbasslancer29@aol.com 

SarahJoy Haynes at 925-372-9211, plumleathr@aol.com 

Save The Date! 
Saturday, September 15, 2018 

10:00 AM 

mailto:cbasslancer29@aol.com
mailto:plumleathr@aol.com


PRESIDENTIAL GRAPEVINE ~~ 

We meet again!! for the new year of friendship, com-
radery and the furtherance of our noble goal of ad-
vancing the cause of women of all ages through advo-
cacy, education, philanthropy and research.  I'm look-
ing forward to another good year with our group as 
not only do we accomplish many of our objectives, we 
also have a very good time doing it!!!!  
 
At the beginning of many "thank yous" that are well 
deserved, our Presidential Team, Claudia Bass and Jen-
nifer Apkarian did an extraordinary job!!  Many 
thanks!! 
 
At the outset of this brief message, I want to thank our 
Program Vice Presidents Bambi Barker & Sally 
Figueiredo for presenting us with not only entertaining 
but very informative programs this year!!  They also 
put together a marvelous brunch for our end of the 
year gathering!! 
 
Our wonderful membership team, Elva Valli & Bea Ball 
worked tirelessly to bring in new members and learn 
the computer skills to keep us up-to-date with the 
state office!!  Gracias!! 
 
Our Tech Trek program was led by the accomplished 
Diane Coventry and Katrinka March. We sent five 7th 
grade girls to our Math/Science Camp held at Sonoma 
State last week!!  Kudos to our organization for raising 
$5000 to accomplish this!!  Our Tech Trek girls will be 
attending our Fall Membership Brunch to share their 
experience!!  Can't wait!! 
 
Also, the very capable Marlene De Laurenti & Janice 
Walker did a magnificent job with our "Salute to 
Spring" fundraiser along with their legions of help-
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ers!!  We managed to amass $6,660 as we enjoyed 
the beautiful setting of Cheryl Buscaglia's home and 
yard.  It was very kind and helpful of Cheryl and we 
were very appreciative.  Thank you everyone!! 
 
We are also beneficiaries of the skill and hard work of 
Carol Walsh and Marie Cattalini who raised over 
$5000; thus providing 5 girls from  College Park and 
Alhambra High  with scholarships. . Well done!!!!  I 
truly hope we can not only continue with these fine 
accomplishments but that this year we can build on 
them, with several of our newer members becoming 
more involved.   
 
The spirit of generosity and good will is a part of 
us and we would like to  nurture  it  as we go on, with 
many  more of us participating.  As a group we need, 
and ask, that ALL of us give some thought to partici-
pating, becoming more involved, in some way.  We 
need it....The more the merrier!! they say,  and also, 
the more we have involved in these good things, the 
more  good things we accomplish!! 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you Saturday, Septem-
ber 15th, at our Membership Brunch!! 
Have a wonderful summer!! 
 
Marilyn 

Brainstorm Party! 
Let's get together to brainstorm fun 
ideas to help re-energize our AAUW 
group.  I want to find simple, non-
overwhelming ideas that can involve 
the membership in new exciting activ-
ities!!  Let's have a gathering of our 
creative minds and see what we can 
come up with. 

Call or email me with dates and times 
that work best for you to meet. 

Warmly, 

Marilyn 
925-228-2600 
jlmthelen@comcast.net 



SUNSHINE                    Gayle Garrison 

Our sympathy to Jill Anderson in the passing of her mother. 

Our sympathy to Shirlee Thompson in the death of her son, David Thompson, on July 3. 

Former member, Carol Purcell, died July 7, in Vancouver, Washington. Carol graduated from San Francis-
co State when she was sixty years old....proving it is never to late to go to college. We remember Carol 
with so many memories. She was ninety-five and one week old, and had a very interesting life. 

When a member needs a get well card, sympathy card, or just a thinking of you, please let me know. 

Gayle Garrison 

tarheel61@yahoo.com or 925-798-7528 

3 

 

  A Salute to Spring Summary
 

  Thank you Branch members!!! Our Salute to Spring fundraiser, 
held May 19, was a huge success!  Eighty-two members and guests bought 
tickets and helped us raise $6,660 to be split evenly between Fund, Tech 
Trek, and Local Scholarships!!  Fantastic! 

 As you are well aware, such an achievement could not be attained with-
out the assistance of many pairs of hands. Special thanks is extended to 
Cheryl Buscaglia for offering her lovely home for our location and for all 
her efforts designing our beautiful auction baskets.  She is one of the many 
dedicated and hardworking individuals that we had as our committee and to 
whom we owe a tremendous amount of thanks.  We also extend our deepest 
gratitude to committee members and helpers:  

Jennifer Apkarian, Georgette Armstrong, Bea Ball, Claudia Bass, Harriett 
Burt, Marie Cattalini, Joan Foster, El Lucchese, Marlene Maksel, Trinka 
March, Barbara Minneman, Gayle Miner, Sherrie Moore, Elena Noble, Helen 
Pereira, Margie Pruitt, Reba Siero, Janet Sullivan, Carol Walsh, Sharon 
Wilson and Sandy Wolfe. 

 We truly could not have done it without you!!!         
 
                                 Marlene De Laurenti and Janice Walker 
          

      

mailto:tarheel61@yahoo.com?subject=PH-M%20Sunshine


INTEREST SECTIONS MEETINGS 

 **MORNING BOOKS will not meet 

in July or August.  Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, September 5, 10 am, location TBA.  
We will be discussion Kristin Hannah’s The Great 
Alone.  Other books for the year will be chosen in 
July.  Plan to join us in September!  

             **EVENING BOOKS will not 
meet in July or August.  Our next meeting will be 
on Monday, September 24, 7 pm, at Diane Peter-
son’s.  We will be discussing A. J. Finn’s, The 
Woman in the Window.  Please join us!  

         **IN INDELIBLE INK will not meet in 
July or August.  We will meet in September on 
Wednesday, the 12th, 10 am, at Ginny Hargrave’s.  
Our topic will be “What I Did this Summer.”  May-
be you took a trip, maybe you just read some 
books, or   maybe you had interesting company.   
Please join us!  We would welcome some new 
writers!   We like oral versions, too.  

      **LUNCHIN’ LADIES will not meet in 
July. 

In AUGUST, on Tuesday the 21st, 1 pm, Lunchin’ 
Ladies will go to Yankee Pier in Lafayette.  Please 
let Marlene know before the 20th if you plan to 
attend so reservations can be made.  Also, please 
give her suggestions for other restaurants it 
would be fun for us to try. 

             **MATINEE IDLE will go to the 

movies in July on Thursday, July 26th.  Call Marlene 
(689-5439), if you have any suggestions for a mov-
ie.  We always discuss the film after over coffee, 
other liquid refreshment, or frozen yogurt ~ some-
times, lunch!  

In AUGUST, Matinee Idle will go to the movies on 
Thursday, August 23rd. 
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OTHER GROUPS 

   **MAH JONGG      

   COME PLAY MAH JONGG! 

Mah Jongg meets at 12:30 PM on Friday, July 
20th, at Brookview Clubhouse. New 2018 cards 
will be used. 

In AUGUST, Mah Jongg meets at 12:30 PM on 
Friday, August 17th, at Brookview Clubhouse. 

There is a $2.00 per person charge for the club-
house rental.  If you don’t know how to play 
Mah Jongg, but would like to learn, we will be 
happy to teach you. 

Reservations are a must each month. Contact: 
Suzanne Salter at 925-935-0861,  
seabear2@msn.com 
Gayle Miner at 925-349-6795, 
gayle.miner@yahoo.com 
We play on the 3rd Friday of the month We 
would love to have you join our group. 

AAUW FUND 

KINDER'S FUNDRAISER 
 

Remember that the last day to get your 
Kinder’s sandwiches is July 21st! We raised 
$1,315.00 for our various projects.  Thank you 
all so very, very much. 

Enjoy those sandwiches! 
Sincerely, 
Harriett Burt and Gayle Miner 
AAUW Fund 2017-2018 

 

AUGUST BOARD MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2018 

1:30 PM 

At Marilyn Thelen’s home 
 

Copy deadline for the 

September 2018 N.E.W.S. is: 

Monday, August 27th 

 

Please email copy to: 

Reba Siero rebasiero@yahoo.com 

925-228-8211 Please, write any checks to the branch: 

AAUW Pleasant Hill-Martinez Branch 

mailto:seabear2@msn.com?subject=PH-M%20Mah%20Jongg
mailto:gayle.miner@yahoo.com?subject=PH-M%20Mah%20Jongg
mailto:rebasiero@yahoo.com


MEMBERSHIP MATTERS        Claudia Bass and SarahJoy Haynes, Membership VPs 
 

We would like to introduce ourselves as the new 2018-2019 membership vice presidents; SarahJoy Haynes and 

Claudia Bass. We have big shoes to fill with our previous membership VPs Bea Ball and Elva Valli. Thank you for be-

ing so organized and making it easier for us to take over. 

Thanks to all who have renewed your dues so far. If you have not renewed yet SarahJoy and Claudia will be happy 

to receive your check for $97.00. You can send them to SarahJoy Haynes at 635 Sherree Court, Martinez, CA 94553 

or to Claudia Bass at 1706 Endriss Drive, Martinez, CA 94553. 

During the summer we will be planning the traditional Fall Brunch on Saturday September 15. This is always a fun 

event as we hear from our Tech Trek summer campers and possibly from Ericka Ramos the DVC student sponsored 

to attend NCCWSL. In addition we have a chance to learn about our branch and socialize. This event showcases our 

branch and is a great opportunity to invite guests and potential new members. 

To make the brunch a success we could use help on the committee and mostly volunteers to bring food. If you can 

help in any way please contact SarahJoy Haynes at 925-372-9211, plumleathr@aol.com or Claudia Bass at 925-372-

8679, cbasslancer29@aol.com. 

Thank you. 
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AAUW FUND REPORT    Gayle Miner and Diane Coventry, AAUW Fund VPs 

Diane Owens is the new state director of AAUWCA FUND COMMITTEE.  
Her email is:  aauwfund@aauw-ca.org.   
The 2018 FUND LUNCHEON will be held on October 7 at Crow Canyon Country Club in Danville.  This is always 

a great event.  Come with us and enjoy a delicious lunch and hear from some of the recipients of AAUW Fel-

lowships.  Reservations will be taken at a later date. 

The next local Fund Committee meeting will be on Monday, July 16 at 2:30 PM at the home of Ginny Har-

grave.  If you would like to join this committee or find out more about it, contact Gayle Miner.  We would be 

delighted to have you attend. 

AAUW FUND includes, but is not limited to, Educational Opportunities (Fellowships and Grants for women 

working toward a graduate degree), Legal Advocacy LAF (Legal Case Support), Eleanor Roosevelt Fund 

(Research Reports), Public Policy (Government Relations, Civic Engagement), Leadership (NCCWSL, National 

Conference for College Women Student Leaders) and Endowments. 

An example of a Fellowship recipient is Noura Bishay, an AAUW International Fellow from Egypt, who won a 

prestigious award from the San Diego Chapter of the American Planning Association.  Noura planned to make 

a green-way from Balboa Park to Chicano Park in San Diego. She was the only student honored along with 

others and has been studying at the New School of Architecture & Design in San Diego.  Noura thanked 

AAUW for the opportunity to study in our country without going into debt.  AAUW FUND DOES MAKE A DIF-

FERENCE IN THE LIVES OF WOMEN FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. (The information about Noura Bishay was 

taken from the June 2018 AAUW Board to Board Newsletter). 

Thank you for your interest in AAUW Fund. 

mailto:plumleathr@aol.com
mailto:cbasslancer29@aol.com
mailto:aauwfund@aauw-ca.org
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Our website will show you everything you need to know about our Pleasant Hill - Martinez branch. See pictures 
from our June Brunch on the Photos Page. Check out the pictures of our Local Scholarship and Tech Trek girls 
on the Community Action Page. Find our newly installed officers, Barbara Newacheck winner, and the Named 
Gift Recipients on the About Us Page. 

Just go to http://www.aauw-pleasanthill-martinez.org for all of this and more. Remember to press F5 to get the 
most current version of each page.  Forward any questions or comments that you may have to the webmaster, 
located on the About Us Page. 

Sherrie Moore, webmaster 

Pleasant Hill - Martinez AAUW Website 

BOOK EXCHANGE - 2
nd 

CALL 

This is your annual opportunity to join the BOOK EXCHANGE!  Read up to 12 hardbacks published in 2018 for the 

cost of only one!  You buy one book; then each month you receive a new selection from another member of the 

Exchange. 

Please contact Mary Hanlon @ 925-934-3528 (Home) or 925-286-2223 (Cell) or mkhbibliophile@aol.com  with 

your selected title and author PRIOR to purchasing your book.   

There have been 2 to 3 Exchange Groups for the past few years.  Don't miss out!  (You can purchase 2 or 3 books 

to join all the Exchanges and double or triple your reading pleasure!)  Reserve your Titles - and your places in the 

Exchanges - now.  We should begin exchanging books by October 1st. 

http://www.aauw-pleasanthill-martinez.org
mailto:mkhbibliophile@aol.com
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PUBLIC POLICY                    Lita Gloor-Little 
 
 

National sends me many, many updates.  These seemed to be very important.  There were over 

700 marches opposing the President’s policy of separating families.  No matter your political per-

suasion, separating children (including taking babies off their mother’s breast) is very bad for our 

country. 

With all the dividedness in our country we need to be aware of the need for civility and calm dis-

cussion.  So I’m asking everyone to think of the mission of AAUW and what it means to you and 

how you can help our country return to civility. 

Here are the issues that National has sent me that I feel are important for our consideration. 
Yesterday’s news that Justice Anthony Kennedy will retire from the Supreme Court marks a pivotal moment in our country’s history. 

In recent years, the Supreme Court has decided cases that have weakened protections critical to the equity of women and girls 

throughout our country, including rolling back employment discrimination laws and labor rights, undermining reproductive rights, 

and restricting voting rights.  

 

But we will not be deterred. 
 

Because of you, we’ve prevailed in critical gender discrimination cases in higher education and workplaces across the United 

States.  

 

Because of you, we’ve made major strides in creating a fairer playing field for girls in STEM fields. 

 

Because of you, our powerful AAUW network has mobilized across this country to fight for pay equity for working mothers.  

 

Because of you, we’ve stood for strong Title IX enforcement despite attempts to weaken it.  

 

We cannot go back. Now more than ever, we need your support to ensure that Justice Kennedy’s replacement will be a fair-

minded, independent jurist who will stand for economic security, educational opportunity, and fundamental rights for ALL women 

and girls. And we will work with AAUW allies from all political perspectives on Capitol Hill to get a justice who supports our vision — 

equity for all.  

 

DONATE NOW and stand with AAUW in these crucial months ahead. 
 

Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Fake Health Care Facilities 
On Tuesday, the U.S. Supreme Court reached its decision in National Institute of Family and Life Advocates (NIFLA) v. Becer-
ra, ruling 5-4 in favor of NIFLA and reversing the judgments of the lower courts. The decision means that fake health care facilities 
– referred to as crisis pregnancy centers – are not required to disclose relevant medical information to clients. The controversial 
case concerned a California law that requires such facilities to disclose through posted or printed materials the availability of low-
cost or free family planning services, prenatal care, and abortion services not provided at their facility. The law also requires disclo-
sures if the facility and its staff are unlicensed. NIFLA challenged the law as a violation of free speech protected under the First 
Amendment, while the State of California argued that the law was necessary to provide women access to accurate reproductive 
health information and services. AAUW firmly supports every person’s right to safe and legal reproductive health care, including 
abortion, and signed on to an amicus brief in this case that emphasized the harm caused by fake health care facilities failing to dis-
close accurate, necessary information about reproductive health services.  
Justice Kennedy Announces Retirement from Supreme Court 
On Wednesday, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy announced that he will retire at the end of July, after 30 years on 
the bench. Justice Kennedy was often a deciding vote in controversial cases, and his successor will have a say in the health, edu-
cation, and economic security of women and girls for decades to come. Much of AAUW’s work fighting for gender equity and the 
fundamental rights of all hangs in the balance with this Supreme Court vacancy. Any nominee must be the result of meaningful bi-
partisan consultation, fully vetted by the Senate, and held accountable for any record of bias. Read AAUW’s full statement here, 
and stay tuned to Washington Update for further information. 

A recent U.S. Supreme Court decision in Janus v. AFSCME reversed the Court’s 1977 ruling in Abood v. Detroit Board of 
Education. The precedent set by Abood permitted public employers to collect fees from non-union members because all 
employees benefitted from their collective bargaining agreements, but the Court ruled in Janus that collecting these fees 
from nonconsenting public-sector employees violates the First Amendment, despite the collective benefits they receive. 

In Abbott v. Perez, the U.S. Supreme Court reversed a lower court’s decision in a Texas gerrymandering case that had held 
that the state legislature intentionally discriminated against Latino and African American voters in adopting earlier con-

(Public Policy continues on page 8) 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=rFTxOnqIQMyXJdItccgtjnIAlFXsTZeV
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=xME1rpc41WzOZXwvbnZQJHIAlFXsTZeV
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=coM9RTRppnlHisEJqx0e2XIAlFXsTZeV
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=HtoZaRuMmJWVs2KKuxezcRdLSshMVi50
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=hayoLktv36tmBMPeH0ResFq3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=vpHgOtHIjXXg%2BqRorUWRXRdLSshMVi50
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=zZ%2Fq1dzlB2aC%2B51OgLPOfRdLSshMVi50
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=PnTSGCTEzI0GXtqsf%2FuTX1q3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=HiUB434NF0OnZq64lzWpulq3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=m42T%2B4p0UUnMpfCils5zklq3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=B5k2zNf1OXws9vI2ISohJ1q3TrRBkloI


gressional and state house maps. The Court found that the lower court used the wrong burden of proof by requiring the 
state to prove a lack of intent to discriminate, rather than compelling the plaintiffs to prove the redistricting plans had dis-
criminatory intent. In addition, the Court reversed findings of violations of the Voting Rights Act and racial gerrymandering, 
holding that only one of the challenged state house districts was an unconstitutional racial gerrymander. 

A problematic immigration bill failed in the U.S. House of Representatives this week, falling short by nearly one hundred votes. 
The bill proposed funding for a border wall and increased security, ending the diversity visa lottery program, restricting 
family-based immigration, and an inadequate pathway to citizenship for recipients of the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program. AAUW joined a letter opposing this and an earlier House immigration bill, both of which were 
considered and failed over the past two weeks. We continue to urge Congress to take up and pass the bipartisan Dream 
Act. 

AAUW joined an effort to petition the U.S. Department of Education to retract and correct the 2017 Title IX Dear Colleague Let-
ter on Campus Sexual Misconduct. The Department’s 2017 letter contains many inaccurate or misleading statements, all 
without citation, in violation of requirements of the Information Quality Act. 

 Please consider how all these decisions will affect you, your family, your community and our na-

tion. 

Lita Gloor-Little 

lgloorlittle@gmail.com 
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(Public Policy continues from page 7) 

Local Scholarship recipients 
At our June Brunch, college scholarship awards were presented to five students from local schools. Each 
recipient was honored by members, family, and friends. 

Five very deserving High School Seniors were recognized for excelling in their high school years, not only 
with excellent grades, but also in community service and leadership ability. They were each awarded a 
$1,000 AAUW scholarship in recognition of their achievements. This year’s recipients of Pleasant Hill-
Martinez AAUW Scholarships are Isabelle Ariana and Kianie Ramirez from College Park High School, and 
Lizet Magana, Hayley Ward and Julia Quontamatteo from Alhambra High School.  

In the Fall, Isabelle is going to UC Irvine with a major in Kinesiology/Exercise Science, and Kianie is headed 
to Tufts University majoring in Anthropology.  Lizet will attend UC Irvine and will be studying criminolo-
gy.  Hayley is off to Southern Missouri State University, majoring in pre-med and Julia will attend UC Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno, with a major in Nursing. 

Our branch is proud to award these young women our 2018 scholarships. We have generously supported 
the Local Scholarship Fund in many ways including A Salute to Spring and the Silent Coffee Klatch.  

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=xpJnhjEEF6lp3k4TpCZ4YFq3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=vhKszP4i8qhw%2F9eYSDF5DVq3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=bscZPMzYdWRpHWNydAg7clq3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=YpC%2FPxM8HOKoNk5JhYzgQ1q3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=gOR7CeeVODq8%2F98r%2FrcTOlq3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=%2BK5efqX7QhtpeSeey%2BH7BFq3TrRBkloI
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=6u2eyht5QQA%2FtDB%2Bnxqx4lq3TrRBkloI
mailto:lgloorlittle@gmail.com


TECH TREK TIDINGS                      Diane Coventry 

Our members were pleased to be able to meet all five girls and their families at the end of the year brunch 

on June 2.  We will be anxious to hear about their camp experiences at the Fall brunch. The Ice Cream social 

was a huge success.  There were about 25 future trekkers from 7 local branches in attendance.  Katrinka fa-

cilitated the ice breaker with the girls getting into teams and building a structure using playing cards. They 

quickly mingled and completed their task, sharing with the other groups what their team created.  

I was fortunate to be able to attend camp again this year as a class monitor, for 3 days this time. I joined the 

campers on two field trips. The first was to Ellis Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant in Petaluma, where we 

not only toured the plant but did some bird watching guided by members of the Petaluma Wetlands Alli-

ance in the nearby wetlands. They even had binoculars for us to use and a spotting scope, amazing to see 

the red-shouldered hawk up close protecting its nest and tree swallows swooping in and out of their nesting 

boxes. The second trip was to Sonoma County Water Agency education center at the Russian River.  After a 

walk though the riparian zone, along the river we viewed the fish ladder, but alias none swimming by. There 

was however, a black phoebe feeding babies in her nest, tucked in the rafters. Of the five Core classes 

offered I monitored Aerospace Engineering, Biology Wet Lab, and Engineering.  In Aerospace Engineering 

the girls were learning about the force of flight, lift, weight, thrust, and drag. They made hot air balloons in 

the previous day class and experimented with balloon rockets to understand Newton’s Third Law of Motion. 

I also peeked in on the class the following day as they were dropping Barbies, attached to rubber bands, off 

the second floor into the lobby.  In the Biology Wet lab the topics were kidney dialysis, diffusion, egg osmo-

sis, and frog dissection.  Engineering core class was busy building Mousetrap Cars after constructing roller 

coasters for marbles. It was wonderful to see and feel the positive energy throughout the camp. 

Thank you to our co-directors Jeanne Benedetti (San Ramon) and Rory Keller (Petaluma) for orchestrating a 

fabulous camp, building experiences and memories Tech Trekkers will cherish for forever. The opportunity 

would not be possible without the dorm moms (especially our own, Trinka March), classroom teachers, 

counselors and all those who volunteer at camp (Penny Harris), and behind the scenes, and of course to all 

your monetary donations. 
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2018 AAUW National Bylaws Amendments Vote Results 
(from the AAUW National website and an email) 

 
Thank you for voting on the three proposed amendments to the AAUW Bylaws in the 2018 National Bylaws 
Amendment Vote. We had a great turnout this year with over 19 percent of eligible members participating in 
the vote, more than three times the 5 percent required by our bylaws. Thank you for making your voice 
matter on these important issues. 

The percent affirmative below have been updated as they were previously miscalculated in error. A choice 
of ‘abstain’ is not a vote, therefore the number of ‘abstain’ have been removed from the total from which 
the percentages were calculated. The correct percentages are now reflected. The vote totals have not 
been changed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Proposal #1 to create staggered board terms passed. Staggered terms will affect elected and appoint-
ed AAUW Board members starting terms in 2019. More information will be available during the application 
and election periods in the coming year, and the AAUW Governance Committee will work closely with the 
AAUW Nominating Committee and staff to ensure a smooth transition. 

 Proposal #2 to allow non-AAUW member eligibility to Board did not meet the percentage required to 
pass. 

 Proposal #3 to remove the educational requirement to AAUW membership did not meet the percent-

age required to pass. 

 A two-thirds vote is required to pass a bylaws amendment. 19.82% of eligible voters cast a ballot, 

nearly 4 times the required quorum of 5%, and up from 11.5% at last year’s convention. 

Proposal Topic Pass Percent Yes No Abstain Did Not Vote 

Proposal 1. re: Staggered 
Terms 

Yes 96.61% 13584 477 550 113 

Proposal 2. re: non-AAUW 
Members on Board 

No 54.47% 7110 6188 1310 116 

Proposal 3. re: Degree Re-
quirement 

No 47.73% 6503 7121 997 103 

A Note from Muriel Fry - Voting on “Daylight Savings Time”  
 
There is a possibility of voting in November about “Daylight Savings Time”. 

Here is a phone number to encourage Governor Brown to sign a bill currently on his desk to al-
low this subject to be on the ballot.    916-445-2841 

This number works.  I was able to speak directly to one of his representatives.  I could have had 
his email.  I said my name and that I was calling urging Governor Brown to sign the bill which 
would allow me to vote on Daylight Savings Time.  He indicated he would report that to Mr. 
Brown. 

  
Muriel  



2018–2019 LEADERSHIP TEAM 

President (July, August & September 2018) 

Marilyn Thelen        228-2600    jlmthelen@comcast.net 

Vice Presidents - Program 

Harriett Burt            372-8038  hjburt1940@comcast.net 

Nancy Hobert          228-7271                nhobert@aol.com 

Vice Presidents - Membership 

Claudia Bass            372-8679     cbasslancer29@aol.com  

SarahJoy Haynes   372-9211           plumleathr@aol.com 

Vice Presidents - AAUW Fund 

 Diane Coventry  293-4699 diane.coventry@yahoo.com 

 Gayle Miner       349-6795        gayle.miner@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Barbara Minneman 229-1827  blminneman@comcast.net 

Treasurer 

Trinka March            372-8420 drtrinks@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Editor 

Reba Siero                228-8211       rebasiero@yahoo.com 

Pleasant Hill – Martinez AAUW N.E.W.S. is published 10 times a year 

by and for AAUW.  May/June & July/August are combined issues. 

Copy deadline for the September 2018  N.E.W.S. is Au-

gust 27th. Please email copy to:  

rebasiero@yahoo.com 

Webmaster 

Sherrie Moore 229-4177 

www.aauw-pleasanthill-martinez.org 
 

AAUW C C C Inter-branch Council 

Cindy Alpert, Chair (925) 829-7813  

alpert@pacbell.net 

http://ccc-ibc-ca.aauw.net/ 
 

California State Office of AAUW 

1331 Garden Highway, Suite 100 

Sacramento, CA  95833 

office@aauw-ca.org (916) 448-7795  

http://aauw-ca.org/ 
 

AAUW National Office 

connect@aauw.org (800) 326-2289 

http://www.aauw.org/ 

PH-M AAUW N.E.W.S. SPONSOR 

July-August 2018 and beyond 
July 20 Mah Jongg, 12:30 pm, Brookview Clubhouse 

July 21 Last day to redeem Kinder’s sandwich tickets 

July 26 Matinee Idle, Marlene Maksel 

Aug 8 Board meeting, 1:30 pm, 

 Marilyn Thelen’s home 

Aug 17 Mah Jongg, 12:30 pm, Brookview Clubhouse 

Aug 21 Lunchin’ Ladies, 1 pm, Yankee Pier, Lafayette 

 RSVP to Marlene Maksel before August 20
th 

Aug 23 Matinee Idle, Marlene Maksel 

Aug 27 September 2018 N.E.W.S. deadline to Reba 

Sep 5 Morning Books, 10 pm, location TBA 

Sep 12 In Indelible Ink, 10 am, Ginny Hargrave’s 

Sep 12 Board meeting, 1:30 pm, 

 Marilyn Thelen’s home 

Sep 15 Welcome Brunch, 10 am, 

 Marilyn Thelen’s home 

Sep 24 Evening Books, 7 pm, Diane Peterson’s 
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